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WORLDWIDE AFFAIRS 


SOVIETS DUMP NUCLEAR WASTE IN BARENTS SEA; NORWAY CONCERNED 
Oslo DAGBLADET in Norwegian 14 Jan 82 p 7 


[Article by Hakon Lund and William Mikkelsen: “Nuclear Waste is Dumped Into the 
Barents Sea™] 


[Text] The Soviets have for years used the eastern parts of 

the Barents Sea as the dumping site tor radioactive waste from 
their nuclear submarines. The waste is pumped out onto the 
ocean surface from special ships. The dumping in the Kola Inlet 
takes place right in amid the skerries, farther to the north 
toward Novaya Zemlva and to the east. The dumping does not take 
place as far west as the disputed "boundary line." 


For at least 10 years military surveillance has observed this activity, which has 
taken place regularly. ‘Dumping was observed as recently as late last summer. 


Dumping has also been photographed by Orion aircraft of the Defense Department, 
which continually fly over the ocean areas in the north. Norwegian fishermen have 
also observed the activity. 


Several Ships 


Although Defense Department intelligence authorities will not officially confirm 
that it is radioactive material which is being dumped, military experts contacted 
by DAGBLADET are absolutely certain that this is the case. 


Both the quasi-military tanker "Vela" and several ships of the similar "Nela" 


class participate in the dumping. 


The material being dumped is waste from purifying coolants, filters, and so-called 
ion exchangers on nuclear submarines. The waste is first removed from the sub- 
marines at pierside before it is taken out to sea by tankers. From them the waste 
is pumped onto the surface of the sea by hoses which have been observed hanging 
over the sterns of the ships. 








Measurements 


It is unlikely that used fuel rods from the submarine reactors are cumped in this - 
matiner. That would require extraordinary security measures beyond those which 
have been observed on these special ships. 


But it is not ruled out that radioactive waste from Soviet nuclear power plants is 
being dumped in the Barents Sea, although it has previously been said that it is 
being buried ashore. 


So far there has been no large amount of radioactivity found in the dumping area 
north and east of Kola, but the Defense Department now wants to undertake more 
thorough mecsurements than can be carried out wiih aircraft. 


Srawning Area 


In any case, the dumping will cause concern among fishermen. This area is the 
Spawning and growing area for both the capelin and the Norwegian Arctic cod. 


The problem is that the dumping is taking place in an area which the Soviets regard 
as their own. Therefore the internatioral agreements against pollution of the 

seas have no practical significance. The same powerlessness applies to the 
American nuclear dumping on the east coast of the United States, and the dumping 
fiom West European nuclear power plants which takes place in the Atlantic Ocean 
northwest of the Bay of Biscay. But these take place in great depths. In the 
Barents Sea there are few places where the depth exceeds 300 meters. 


The Soviets have at least 100 nuclear submarines in their northwestern waters. 

One of the main problems of this fleet is how to get rid of the waste. The 
Russians are poorly equipped with destruction installations, but they are probably 
taking the risk of dumping in the hope that the ocean will wipe out all the 
traces. 


9287 
CSO: 5100/2084 








URANIUM DEPOSITS WORTH MILLIONS OF DOLLARS FOUND IN NORTH 


Canberra THE AUSTRAL 


TAW 


LAN in English 14 


[Article by Nicholas Rothwell] 


FEDERAL Govern- 
ment officials have 
been briefed by mining 
companies on vast ura- 
nium finds inthe 
Northern Territory. 


The tinds could be 
worth thousands of mil- 
lions of dollars cn the 
export market but have 
not been assessed be- 
cause they lie in an areca 
where mineral develop- 
ment has been frozen 
indefinitely. 

Geological studies of 
the region show that a 
ring of rock formations 
in the Alligator River 
area contain valuabie 
uranium Geposits. 

The studies have yet to 
be made public but in- 
formation on them has 
een 8 given to the 
Department of Trade 
and Kesource: 

A Government {re ze 
on exploration in tive 
region was imposed in 
1975 after the Ranger 
ulanium inquiry 

The freeze allows for 
Gevelopment of seme 
sites On teFms negoti- 
ated with AbDoriginal 
landowners but prevents 


CSO: 9100/7513 


mining of the most 
promising urarium- 
bearing regions. 
Several of the most im- 
portant sites lie on the 
Munmariary plain, tor- 
merly a pastoral lease. 
now acquired by the 
Commonwealth and the 
subject of an Aboriginal 
Land Rights claim 


which resulted in the 
traditiona! Abor'cinal 
owners being granted 
only 10 per cent of the 
area. 

One of these sites. 
lying only 15km from the 
rich Ranger uranium 
deposit. is an ore-bear- 
ing formation under 20m 
of topsoil. The find is 
described by mining 
company officiais as 
possibly the most sign:- 
ficant uranium find in 
the Northern Territory ". 

Preliminary studies 
have not established the 
boundaries of the ura- 
nium deposit, known as 
Barate. nor has its depth 
been determined. 

Many other § froren 
mining iJeases in the 
area. some held by major 
expiorers such as Peko- 
Walisend and EZ — the 
companies which contro! 


Dec 81 p 2 


the Ranger mine — are 
also rich in uranium 
New estimates ot 
Ranger reserves, re- 
leased by its operator. 
Energy Resources of 
Australia, showed im- 


portant deposits had 
been found but not de- 
ped by the 


Yn 
' confidential assess- 
ment says the signili- 
cance of the Barote dis- 
covery “goes far beyond 
the major importance of 
the deposit as revealed 
todate . 


RICHEST 


This is because it was 
discovered using a new 
prospecting method 
which does not require 
extensive digging before 
mineral reserves can be 
estimated. 

Early work on the 
areas around the laree 
uranium deposits § al- 
ready found at Ranger 
and Jabiluka has ied 
geologista to conclude 
that a 100km Jong seam 
of potential uranium- 
bearing sediments lies 
close to the surface in 
the region 


AUSTRALIA 


“We know we have 
360,000 tonnes of ura- 
nium yellowcake there 
but this total will be 
multiplied four times if 
there is continued cxplio- 
ration of the area.” a 
senior geologist told Tic 
Australian. 

; studies sug- 
gest deposits which 
have been found — until 
now considered as some 
of the richest uranium 
discoveries in the world 
— are only outcrops pok- 
ing up to the earth's 
surface from a vast band 
of uranium-bearing 
rock. 

' The revelation of fur- 
ther deposits is likely to 
increase tension  bre- 
tween the Federal and 
Northern Territory 
governments over con- 
trcl of the region. 

The uranium industry 
also received a boost jas. 
week when other unio- 
niste agreed to ioad 
uranium for export from 
the Mary Kathieen mine 
via a small Queensland 
port, despite long-run- 
ning bans imposed on 
the shipment by the 
Seamens Union. 








AUSTRAI 


ACTU EXECUTIVE VOTES TO LIFT BAN ON EXPORT OF URANIUM 


Melbourne THE AGE in English 9 Dec 81 p l 
(Article by Michael Gordon and Michelle Grattan] 


[Text ] The ACTU executive yesterday overturned the union 
movement's policy against uranium by lifting bans 
on the export of uranium products. 

The decision, by 15 votes to nine, means that there 


will be no union opposition to the mining and export of 
uranium until February, when the situation will be re- 


viewed. 

It clears the way for the im- approve the mining and export since i9°7 that uranium ans 
Aine, . asa sranium. would be fut Mr Fitzgib: 
mediate export of four con- — oy Left will fight an wr a cutie. Mr Fitzgibcon, 
tainers of yellowcake, weighing ina y Deere ee et TTR OC 
tainers of yes . , ‘on Switch In po.icy the Waterside Workers Federa- 
60 tonnes, from Brisoane and The senor vice-president of tion. said the decision was “nr22 
36 containers from Darwin the ACTL, Mr Charlie Fitzzib- matic in the sense that it dealt 

The chanee in ACTU thinking bon, conceden after yesterday's with realit.es” 
will increase tensions within (he vote that te ACTU policy Among thove on the executive 
Federa Al Pp on ura um Do! cv against Uiea"*ium A“ yuld ; 4 ae | w ho are »e e od Vv " ave D 
The issue is mow likely to be a time” gid the executive mt. posed =the decision, are the 
d ficult and divisive one at the again in February . ACTU junior vice-oresiden’, “fr 
ALP national conference next rae Movement Against Uran- Peter Couk, and prom.ren’ ' 
vear lum Mining iast night descsided torian union leaders, Mir George 
7 the decision as a “shaddy and Sliver and Mr Norm Ga levhe: 
‘ar | or te ft. rcn7er “I - ’ . 4 ane 
bore wha (aled heaps hor ine shameful act” and predicted an Mr Fitzgibbon later ceried 
' it i ie 4 ' a ’ ‘ 
bed. : norm becklasa . hat t 4ec reorecer‘ed 
A\ ‘ nat iTfznivum pans wo | aaa - — = . _ . from Fann t a he ae $i n e; ’ erve ’ 


“ai | t _--* " _. , 
be futile when he was president -AeagudlY ——-pics warering-cown of the ACTI 


- 1979 <aid vesterday the ALP The ACTU executive decision policy 
ha . eikhilitw ¢ removed the threat of heavy ‘ines "It's not in the abilitv of this 
woud ave a responsibilty 9 under section 45D of the Trade euacutive ¢ . 4 
re-examire itS policy at the Jwy Practice A . he teen. phrapes on 'v > water down po 
conference racuces ACL agains caree unons roi ater it in anvwav. Such 
He sad the ACTU decision imvo.wed Im the bans os a power only exists within a Con- 
“add¢ one new dimension” for jy president of the ACTL Mr gress or Sy an executive de . 
reconsideration of ALP policy C. 1f Dolan, who moved tne ACTU that goes to all Stare Sranches 
n the light of all the know- - fn OS SUM St for their consideration,” he stad 
ledge and all the cifcumsiances : aC gress, was "89 @ *O a: “In effect, what she executive 
operative in Australia and the ONS Le CRCCULUVE MEC.NE 5, es: is doinz at the moment is facirg 
rest of the world terday. He was uravaiabdie fur JD to the reality of the situation 
The ALP’s present policy de- comment last mignt You can't retreat from a p 
clares a moratorium on the min- ~ ser the ce nN, A WOTK AE that is mot beirg carried it 
ing and export of uranium until party w 7 set up ‘9 prepare corm >aletelv” 
waste disposal and various other a reper. 1Or the executive meet: Mir Fitezibbor wae confident 
oreslems have been solved setis- ing in February. That meet.-g wi that member of the three ir 
fa , ~- Ager : “2 4 «De a afer. imy yer = he are ye ‘ on 
‘=e ALP Leader. Mr Hayden, ence of Fecera’ unions or a spe. Div with ‘he e itive decision 
. een ovine towards a soft ca! ACT Coneress to review the He ‘aid *he decison ‘s23 Saeed 
er eon sracium. He recent rain DOLUCY OM 9 report from rank-and-‘le 
expressec optimism that ine (ime Tse dec'sion yesterday is a vic smonists in Darwin 
‘uuld come wen the party coud tory for ‘ase who hase argued 
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The ACTU's decision to oS ee project hac been stored 
‘ft \ ” ahd . - _ 
ah its two-yeor ban on the main orchancts of  yeotsrday’ Be the Somer Were eee 2 
export of uranium has cleared resoluton. Catalina fiving boat bas: 
the way icr the shipment Mr Fuzgibbon denied that at East Arm on Darwin Har- 
through Darwin of pent-up ACTL policy was being waiered bour The Northern ; erriuiorv 
_ 0 million to $ a down Government lasi month restored 
exports of $4 NUON tO o- in effect, what the executive the concrete landing ramp aod 
milion worth of uranium ss doing at the moment is facing built a storage compound to 
vellowcake. up © the reality of the situation handle ycliowcake shipmeats by 
. — you cannot retreat from a bareec . 
The Northern Territory Mones sulicy that is not DSeing cared Limon picket lines at born che 
and Energy Munister, Mr Tux- Gul COMPpierety Stokes Hill Whart and East Arm 
eorth, who described the decisi Mr Fitzgbbon said that the focity were Withdraue last ace: 
a5 6 a CY ectorv tor commonsense un.ons concerned — the WWE ahen the containers t 
eredicted last micht that the SUA and TWU — had been to Humrty Do 
cake. trom the Raneer and compietely rsolated. Besen Geers 5 
Namur ex nero ccts, ¥ OUiC ~< The reality was that a number a*« pe ot _ “tale * er. 
moving across Darwin wharves of other workers were not pre- nm ard ¢ Fick. “4 hes ial 
within a Matter of weeks pared to carry out the ACTL “oy cineauk en 5 acai at a 
ie CT's decision, mad policy animes ash ) , 
" = pty pias naa ; ssa In Darwin. the 36 sh ping shipping plans on the grur ds of 
ges the green light to the Aust- rg she ho ding the yellowcake a _ — 
ralan uratuum inJustry ave been the pawns in a tense Jueensiand Mines’ executives 
Yesterday's decision raises nets game in which the moves could oer be reached for com- 
doutts about the standing of the ave deen from the uranium —_ 
ACTU president. Mr Dolan, who munes {0 guarded storage com- The Tongan-crewed  vewe 
was nom present for vesterday’s pounds on the Darwin warer- Pacitic Sky. which had been ce- 
decision but who led the succes» front and then to Humpty Doo signated to load Ranger seilow- 
fu; move to ban uranium al the Unul thev were moved at tne cane fof shipment to Sozapore, 
1979 ACTU congress end oj; last wera. tg econ 6 NOW KNMECGuUICG IO Cave Warsin 
It also confirms the judgment ee today for Papua New Guinea anc 
of Mr Bob Hawke. now a Fed- stokes Hill wharf tor win OS UTR GR Carty 18 
eral MP, who as ACTU presidenr Eneray Resources of January 
in 1979 told a hostie ACTU aay ' e hk Aa altemativs carrer is : 
congress that a uranium baa Australia Ltd, the €.000-ronne powered barge Fran- 
could not be made to work. operator of the Ranger es Bay. recemiy bought by NT 
The senior vioe-orendent of oroject. Deriine” “en rn ey a 
he ACTU. Mr Charhe Fitzg:b- Another 18 from Queens- have a fceulat schedule from 
land Mines Ltd's Nabarlek Darvin to S igapore around be 


28° of eacls month 


"e. imme ik Al _iaS C » | 

Excerpt Mr Uren, a leader of the Left CANBERRA. — Next year's ALP 
n ‘he Feceral Caucus, also said Federa| conference would main 
this week 5 decision by the ACiU tain the partys present opposi- 
execuuve to uft Dan in the siip- won to uranium munmg, Lador’s 
nent of ye jowcake at (east unl spomesman on urban and regione 
February, was mot a change of affairs, Mr Uren, said yesterday 
ACTU policy Mr Uren said he believed that 

The president of the ACTU, Mr after the next Federal elecuon, 

Dolan, said yesterday that he sup ganium mining wil cease 
ported the decision wb Uuft the this country 
bans 

. 9/ > 
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SYDNEY. — A retired genio 
American military adviser be- 
lleves United States communi- 
cations bases here could make 
Australia a target during « 


Mir Pilger said he had inter: 
viewed several senior US advisers 
recently while making a televisies 
documentary about the ‘ikeilhood 
of nuclear war. 

Those advisers made it 
that the US was prepared te 
launch a preemptive nuctear 
strike, and confirmed the import- 
ance of \S communications Daves 
in Australia in controlling missile 
Gring in such a war 

Mir Piiger said a former senior 
Pentagon planner, Adrnira!l Gene 
Laroque, had sald Australia was 


clear 


+ 


“crary” to allow eructa!l US com- 
munications bases to be bullt at 
Pine Gap, \urrungar and North- 
West Cape. 

“He said be could not under- 
stand hew people in one of the 
safest continents in the world 
could allow tberselves to get in 
volved ané exposed w auch 


a “¥ 

talked aboot the signific- 
ance of Pine Gap and Nurrungar 
and NorthWest Cape which, he 
sald, constituted the biggest US 
comenrunicetions bases outside 
America.” Mr Pilger said. 

He sald Admiral Laroque told 
hime the possibility wis growing 
of the US launching « nuclear at- 
teck before any other “be- 
cause there is 0 much emotions! 
sabre-rattiing going on in Ame- 
fica. He beliewes «2 ctate w wear 
siready bas been declared” 








ERAl COVERNMENT OK'S ENRICHMENT FEASIBILITY STU! 
; i ‘ 4 RA r | i t ‘ 8 | 
ti e by Nicholas R 
\ FULL-SCALE nuclear enrichment industry is 
likely to be operating in Australia within 10 years, 
following Federal Government approval of a 
planned feasibility study involving the use of 
foreign nuciear technologs 
A tuum of four of Australas Diggest energy 
companies is to undertake ihe study at a cost of $5 millon 
The Uranium Enrichment Group of Australia, formed by 
l’eko Wallsend. CSR. Western Mining and BHP, has been 
siven firm ort to choose a foreign supplier of enrichment 
technology within four weeks 
Direct Federal Government involvement the project 
will be triggered by the imminent chceice of the foreign 
i“ ‘ Yr aA | let t carly Opposed to our pro- South A istralia nade ip f 
| ieguares treat ject , the South Austrahan Gover: 
4 | < ‘ thaled South A istr@iia, a clear fav- ment and thre big privat 
. , . orite jor the Valuable enrich- iirms. is reportedly con ude 
" So . See oe ment complex before strident ing joining the main stud) 
ra it | Labor c pposition Lo the State Conversion 5 tiy T pie 
| "at thes ip Roxby Downs uranium mune Siage of preparing uranium 
Su ‘ Goudeline | project was Voiced recently veliowcake tor enrichment be 
y 1979 »« my | has jost ground: to Queens- fore it os uperade dina 
) AL } jand, in particuiar, and West- ical processing plant. Enri 
4 > crn Australia ment doubles the value of raw 
" a roe 1} _ liebe . 
? ent t O1Og Qurensiand geograph vellowcake by ightly raising 


(;'oup. formed at tv 
on of the Federal Qover 


ment now virtually assured 
Of ihe mght to develop the 
at ‘rs Sitwtw «cst rT ¢ l¢ 
have not conw forward 

It was learned last night that 
< afe’’ non-Labor States 


jid De considered as 
forthe proposed plant 
A sermor member of the 
group told The Australian 
“You can rue oul predom- 
inantly Labor States, or States 
with try ° Labor influer 


ically well-placed to process 
uranium from the Northern 
Territory ‘uranium province 
as Weill as from the Static s own 
Mary Kathieen none and 
other deposits tn the region 
The consortium which pre. 
pared a thorough briefing for 
the Queensiand Cabinet last 
month on the prospects for 
enrichment in the State is 
now Known to have been the 
Uranium Enrichment Group 


The only rival body. a group 
formed t idy the econom! 
of wuranium conversion r 


ILS Nroportion of uraniuls 


liv eroup has told Federa! 
Parliainent it is essential tor 


the economics of Australian 
rurichment that conversion 
ahd enrichment plants should 
be close together, and that the 
South Austraiian pian to mur 
e A Separate § conversion 
tudy threatened to tntertere 
with the terms of the er ups 
UNwn VOTE 
The final prefeasibility study 
Short-lists the technol 
Og:*S under consideration for 
Australias first enrichment 








CSO: 


pant, which will cost $1000 
rmullion to build. They are 

@ The centrifuge separation 
technique, which has been off- 
ered by the European firm 
Urenco-Centec, the Japanese 
Power Reactor and Nuclear 
Fuel Development Corpor- 
auion and the US Department 
of Energy 

@ The CHEMEX chenieni 
separation technique. offered 
by the French Commissariat a 
} Energie Atomiiue, and 

@ The Japanes Asahi chem- 
ical process. 

Last week the group was 
given access to the US centri- 
fuge enmchment process, run 
by the US Government. It was 
the first time American en- 
richiment technology had been 
offered to another countr) 


5100/7511 


The American firms licensed 
to supply the needed technol- 
ogy. widely believed to be the 
most advanced in the world, 
are Electro-Nucleonics Inc. 
Exxon Nuclear, Bechtel, Boe- 
ing. Garret Corporation, 
Westinghouse and Goodyear. 

The enrichment group will 
make the most important 
decision in its study shortly 
after it announces its foreign 
technology partner: a site for 
the plant. This will be selected 
carly next year after economic 
advice from the foreign group. 

The main contenders — 
Queensland, South Australia 
and Western Australia — have 
governments which have 
made strong pledges of inter- 
est in the project 

Negotiations tween the 
State governments and the 
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group have been carried out, 
and the States have aiso been 
canvassing the potentia’ over- 
seas technolory suppliers who 
would eventually advise on 
where to put the plan: 

Urenco-Centec has close 
links with South Australia 
West Australian officials have 
been briefed by US Depart- 
ment of Energy enrichment 
experts; and a French team 
has conferred with Queens- 
land government represent- 
atives 

The group has already begun 
its full study, and members 
are planning to select the site 
on the basis of the cost of 
power and transport in ine 
State. the availability of tech- 
nological infrastructure, en 
vironmental requirements ana 
scismic conditions 
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wive \Austraua con'ro. er 


the nuclear energy program 
of anv country DuyINg our 
uranium has been pul to ihe 


err mer: 4 
» ; : 


Federa| ly 


MUuUNg gTOUp 


Tt calls r*he estadisn tT 
AuStraia Lu ai@ 

? rod. . Su 
‘ cT 4 d rae fore é@ 
sntroes the ©, rocs used 
sciear wmuer nm : 
aou ' are q te > 

ne scies s , : 
ystome 

Since Aus \ra.ial iva ; 

he cheapes ew. > ~~ 
scneme « cz ef e Fecera 
vwovernme!s wrct i gor 
sus saleguaras tc " 3c .ear 
fuel Being diverted ruse if 
weapons substan'ia mtroi 
ver the ® cid & Nuclear pr 
eration prodven 

Detaiis ne rr 

whch has Deen Mace 1 ¥ ict 

4 ‘ferent forms to the De" 
ment of Trade and Re re 
ave been made avaiao-r 
The Austraian 

The tev tc e >a 


sugersiion (ha ; 
fue: reds should not de sora | * 


re an cu rere t S 
s 0C 
ev aeould be jrned ) 
A.Sira.a ane Led 
enhemica treatmet 
reor wrsting _ Set ae . s 
reduce e ime SAS 
roauc’s a ie pre ia 
The plan provices ¢ 
© storage Austraia of LPC 
mor ‘ec A aL r 3 
. a ec yy . repr _— "ad 
mn aiternative Grai r 





USE i. AUSTR AT +. a’ 


- & tw id al , 


establishment of an u 
matsonal Waste storage e 
Inder international contre 
The Department of Trad 
ang Resources and various 
Cabinet: members nelud 
the Minister for Nationa! 
velopment and Energy. Sena- 
tor Carnck., have been briefed 
on the plan by officials of the 
Gilferent mining compares in 
the grou » proposing 

But a spokesman for tiv 
or Trade and Pe 


s& 
qn 
iJ? - 


Under the draft plan, foreign 
istomers buying Austrauan 
ranium would not be abie to 
otain a fresh soppiy of rods 
nad satisfactorily 
sccounted for the handling of 
Lhe [ust consignmen: 


#ss “nes 


e 
Thus arrangement would wm- 
mediateiy extend AuStrauas 
vernent in the control ot 


rad nuciear tue cvci*, 


and mace the nation as impor- 
tanta jcvear policemen’ as 
the US The agreenents ai- 
ready struck betaeen Ause- 


Praia ang variou ntrives on 
e.jowcake guppy coud form 
e da of the new arrange- 


mer? 


The preno<al *#Ould a. OW Lh 
ex " e Norlvern 
Territor and South 
AUSLTA&\a reserves of wufae 

m Sul before .t began Fed- 
ery sovernmrenhs. ‘ cy on 

Aste disposal BOU.G have to 
oe ange 

T povernment a: present, 

pnrosed | Lasse rage 

AUstraca 


URAN 


yr is 
eT r M any ne Bie 
} © waging uran Th wulle 
Zz companie ano AL@ ace 
‘ 5 t contigentias ¢ Tha lf 


[The siZ@ Of Lhe reserves 


© ©TTHOTy. fb. presenica 


eaing suggestion to the 
W ostiam Governme: 
T nplement the proposa.:. 


Austraua would have to 


1? .e }) 
iol ’ " ~~ - 
® - Aw AY irar JT? iTmmes 
4.) ie Z e sowcaace neece 
e 


@® A uranium conversion pliant 
and enrncnment plant to turn 


the Ve.nOWCARKE iINto fuel Suil- 
adie [or use im reactor 

@A isei rod manufacturing 
paant which would make up 
roas Oi uranium Specially ‘ai- 


jored to the nuclear reactors 
of foreign custorvers 
eA waieguarus inspection 
mechanism to ensure Fede. a 
Government _ ramen 
were met 
eo ‘ rod reoroce ng 
pial O a. ine spe 4 
separate the different 
cais in the rods. and extract 
the group of elements. known 
as “actinides” which woud 
need to be stored 
@A smal storage dump ‘o 
keep the actinides in a chem. 
cally-tabie ilass 3 iaterial 
where, according to the oom- 
the substances «ould 
most of thew radioact:\\ty 
within 50 years. 

The proposals, which have 
been developed by muciear fuel 
cycles specialists “orking [or 

companies inciuding 
Peko alisend and EZ are 


here 
ss 


certain to raise a storm of pro- 
test from the ALP 


even 





omit [rect ? | [Io 
though union opposition to Even the leader of the par- 


uranium was modcil.ed rms ty” ‘ . 4 hal +. > > 
M s mod rate ° - = ~ ias vee sa Ss.trent ft en) < 
week by the ACTU executive candi: ‘aces wae wk os S ’ 
*h the! ; poner mining. Mr Bob ov the successful 
Last month the leader of 'h Hawke, warned this week that naores : : 
anti-uranium faction within the trade union movement export of yeliowcake 


the environment. Mr Stewart @gree to the return of spent mr 
West, reaffirmed his dedicated fueis to Australia. _— — 
opposition to the furthering of ; 
the mucilear fuel cyc.e in Aus- © 

tralia. mination of the 


the party, the spokesman on would under no circumstances trom Queensland's 











CANBERRA: A Labor front-vencher has defended the party's 
anti-uranium policy in the face of mowes bw hi< colleagues te 
reverse it 


The party's reen and 
, ° ‘ 4 . an : 
Pecional Aflairs spokes “™ reover, nowhere in Mr ren sald be die 
man MrT en NS nd Nede- ha @ measures reed with his ol 
paid yesterday that the . , Ai eazpues aho helbewed that 
Vighweve: Mucrear waste a strictly controlied uran 
@ase against mining and , * rei ura 
ext 2s ‘ a —en put onto effert um ondustrw was elector 
mained strong Ever, “here this prob ally better than the stand 
em « being left for of cave it im =the 
All ' orobler + future cenerations” ground 
the Bits r a ed : = . = . . . 
ta* , tard ‘ ie ofFws is On those Par waders are 
iga.ns who nan exted th known to we wor ed 
urana r ¢ ,ere ee = at Lah ‘ } } . 
Labor showild r aber would have little 
ynresols« 4 soure Now ahan hour f ke 
@on t* principle and ” 0 “inrung ey 
M ‘a rr rr pouicy io )6=0ds cermmonstrate — in South Australia, 
ing " ‘ ry the Northern Territory 
the party jee “irl that the = * unresoly and WA with (he present 
den — bh . ty } bierris f the in policy at the next ole 
le ack \f- , - ‘ wstry "ave men over tron } 
qhance ' yy . Mr VUren sald he hw 
tiv. >» : : A ’ ’ ‘er e 7 irta lLeved t? a’ | abor « rar 
rw’ rs 6 + " mum [» | * was “” mitig 
The es have tween Mr ard that the support for Laber it 
om ged the fuclea wetry had had the overwhelming 
ACT" aeinm ta tft failed ' produce any support of young people 
_ he minine and real eniut to the risk It had strong support 
shipping ‘ ake nwlear War among the vast majority 
7. : of women and it attract 
, . sfter ev. ent ree © ev terce stron ed many oreference votes 
t ve 2 a ‘ rer Lnan Ver tha e1pan ‘oe Leth from the 4 ,« 
ern e as . ar ' at Shon of th. nuc @a#r tralian, Democrats 
Lo hew . . power industry increases 
heer sas vhe . the ak ' nuclear war.” 


Vr tren said he sand 








iN STRY RAPS SA LABOR PARTY OPPOSITION 
~crTrTra [HI A STVAI [AN iT Eng! ish 14 
‘Arti bw Nicholas Rothwe!l] | 
THE South Austra- yesterday cTiticised by 


lian Labor Party's op- 
position to a new radia- 
tion safety till was 
criticised yesterday by 
the uranium industry 
Ihe general manage? 
of the Uranium Infor- 
mation Centre Mr 


Derek Hampson, bran- 
Ged statements made by 


the State ALP ieader 
Mr Bannon, as ‘incom- 
prenhensibie 

The ACP epposition 

rw ’ he acnhatc on 
Geveiopment ot! thw 
state g@ial Roxby 
Downs uranium mine 
nears itt climax. The 
ALP plans to Kill (the 


proposed mining deve!l- 
opmen by blocking leg 
lation in the Upper 


Vr Rannons re- 


ren’ p nore on tre 
Bouth ustralian radia 


tion orevtection Pill err 


the centre — a Tuning 
industry research body 
~ for presenting “an in- 
consistent attitude” to 
radiation 

The ALP position on 
the new bill forms part 
of extensive manoruv- 
ring in preparation for 
debate on the Roxby 
Downs legislation. which 
has presented the State 
Oovernment wilh is 
biggest challenge ye' 
and is widely seen as A 
possi bie election m6u0e 


In an efiort to delum 
marlamentary opp si- 
tion to the proprct 
which could provide up 


to 27.000 Ds and sla 


nificant technolo! al 
developments and fs 
ports for South Awvs- 
tralia, the State Govern- 
nent last month imiro- 
duced a bill tw cover 
adiation hazaris im ai 
i. %« 


i 


Mr liamps leseribed 


7 Da? a 7 . 
1O RADIATION 
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the ALP position on the 
issue as “inconsistent. to 
say the beast”. 

“Mr Bannon presum- 
ably supports the code of 
practice on radiation 
protection in the mining 
and milling of radioac- 
tive ores — which resul- 
ted from recommenda- 
tions of the Ranger ura- 
nium inquiry — but ap- 
parentiy Goes not want 
to see this form of pro- 
tection extended to 
people using radiation or 
handlir g radioactive 
materials in other 
arcas,” he said 

In a sharply-worded 
Statement jast week, Mr 
Bannon siammed the 
bill as “@ smoke-screen 
to cloud the uranium 
orbate 


But Mr Hampson said 
Mr Bannon’ position 
was ‘incomprehensihie 
@ven tacts about the 
Gally radiation to which 


AUST 


Australians were e¢xpos- 
ed 


STANDARDS 


Figures from abroad 
showed that 67 per cent 
of the daily dose of ra- 
Giation received by an 
average member of the 
population came from 
the normal background 
of rocks, soil, the atrnos- 


phere and building 
materials 
The second larerst 


contribution, of just 
under 31 per cent, came 
trom medical treatment, 
including X-rays 

Unlike background 
radiation, this is an area 
in which we Can exercise 
cons derable contro! by 
reinforcing and perhans 
sirengthening exit'ing 
sandards — it is af area 
with which the proposed 
South Australian iegis 
latton would be directly 
roncerned.” Mr Ham 


on sald 


RALIA 








NDUSTRY-ABORIGINAL TALKS ON URANIUM MINING POSTPONE! 


va 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 17 Dec 8&1 | 
, ‘4 ‘ by Nic , ¥ t Vw ’ i | 
li; Northern Territory Government yesterday called off 


peace lalks” it had planned to end a row between traditional! 
\bormina!l land owners and the mining industry, only a day 
before members of the Australian Mining Industry Counct) 
were due to meet the Chief Minister, Mr Everingham 


Live Lalks 
nine 
Gispu 
Cou 
Q' : 


LVeT 
seveiopme4nit ve area un- 
compares reject the 


AMIC paper 
Ihe Territory Governments 
chk on deters the talks indel- 
rite snd increases pressure 
om) Tuning compares operat 
goo the Territory to reject 
AMIC paper and deal dir- 
ectiy with the land council 
While no official feast) wa 
given for the deferment. the 
land council had previousiy at 
farked tive peace taiks Man 
and sought @ private tneeting 
with Mr Fverme@ham 
Tie Wammediate effect of the 
decision 8 LO further isolate 
AMIC. whuch has already been 
deserted by several member 
companies over the stand it 
sug@csted in Live paper 


- aid eclerday 
eatlirmed Opposition Ww tains 
with AMIC on Use ground 
hat i ’as Unrepresentative 


’ 


of mining companirs. bul said 
ie wot tation were under way 
with todividual companic: 





regaroec as an 
> 


stive tor the Territory 
were proposed in an alliempt 
flared last month between the Northern 


tro abied 
resolve a 


Lari 


ning wcdustry over a paper suggecsting revinon 


Land Rights Act. The land coum 
the Aborigina! owners of the Territory 
' orovirn. a threatened to 


Aiready two compares 
which comtrol the most prom- 
ming uranium finds in the 
Territory, Pancontinenta! and 
Denison Austrailia, bave re 
nounced the document and 
will continue to talk with the 
land counct) 

The decision by Pancon- 
Linental. one of the backers of 
AMIC. has ieft the other big 
uranium development  .omp- 
any. Enerey Resources of Aus- 
tralia which operates tv 
Ranger mine. isolated in its re 
fusal to make a public rejex 
tion of the AMIC statement 


SE VE 


But industry sources bave 
indicated that ERA plans to 
inaintain close links with the 
land council] and explain its 
position on the AMIC paper. in 
whose drafting the company 
did not feature 


which 
wh A AZatlor 
mini Z 


The iand counci) firmly op 
poses talks with AMIC for the 
reason that the body is “lo 
tally unrepresenmtative of the 
ironl-ie MMM COlipmiiies 
in the Territory 


“We will continue to held 
talks OM & Seirctive basis with 
companies il we are convinced 
that thew have the best inter 
ests of the Aborig mal people 
at heart A land council 
spokesmas said 


Pancontinental’s withdrawa 
of support for the paper ha: 
cared the way for resurned 
negoUations on the develop 
ment of the largest proven 
uranium deposit in Australia 
at Jabiluka which & expected 
to yield more than 200.009 ton 
nes Of pedlowoake 


Pancontinentals state men: 
included recognition of tiie 
right of Aborigines to protect 

“ies Of significance to the 
Aboriginal! peome and two 


culture 





DEFENSE MINISTER DISCLOSES EXISTENCE OF FUEL AIR EXPLOSIVE 
Killen Admission 

Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 9 Dec 61 p ! 

iText | DEFENCE Departnent parliamentary question asad 
scientists in Melbourne have by the Deputy Leader of thw 
Geveloped a Gc astating Australian Dermmocrais, Sena 
weapon wilh a blast more pow tor Colin Mason 
erful than tue nuclear Jomb in a written anewer lo Sena 
cropped on iliroshirna in 1945 tor Mason. the Minwter for 

Thr weapon, which uses fur! Defence. Mr Killen. aston- 
air explosives, has been ished local defence experts by 
clouded in secrecy since it was confirming that Australia had 
perfected in 1974. Its existence acquired the technology for 
in Australia has only just be- producing the weapon. 
come known as a result of a 
Pros, Cons of FAE Weapon 
Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 9 Dec 81 p & 
Article bw William Pinwil 


\LMOST bys ace. 
dent, tt has emerged 
that Australian defence 
screntists have devel- 
oped a “concussion 
bornb” which has such 
de. astating etfects 
that President Carter 
considered witihdraw 
ing 2 vermon of it from 
the US arsenal wm 1977 


In fact the Carter ad- 
minietratiog cancelled 
Wit sale of Lie erapons 
technology to terael be- 
cause Mr Carter bel 
wved it should not be 
supplied to any foreign 
country 
The bomb. which wees 
a cloud of fuel to create 


an atmospheri expio- 
son. had become a con 
troversial subject in 
October, ive, when 
President Ford. in the 
closing stages of his re- 
eiection cam paig!. 
promised it to Israel 
What was not known 
to the Australian public 
at the time was that the 
Matrriais Researc:, Lab 
oratories (then  calied 
the Defence Standards 
Laboratory) in Me! 
bourne hed developed 


and tested fuel air exp 
jonive (FA) bombs in 
1973-74 

This has only just 


\ome to laht. following 
an innocuous -loouing 
Question on notice asked 
in Parliament by the 


leader of the 


Of p it y 


Australian Dermocrata, 
Benator Colin Mason 
Among a welter of 
fairiy technical ques- 
tions to the Minister tor 
Detence, Mr Killen, on 


November 10 was “Has 
Austrailia acquired (Liv 
technology Ww produc: 


fue) air explosives’ 
On the last Gay of Par 


lament, November 26 
ihe surprising afnewer 
care back from the De 
ence Department a 
simple “ves 

The curious aspect of 
this ansarr ihat a 


mumber of academics 
and industry people had 
jooked al possible FAE 
use in Austracjas de! 
ence ‘mn 1977. bul wer 
told by the Defence 
Department that po 


work on them had been 
Gore here 


Two artek t he 
subs ct armmwrared tm thw 
journal Pacific Deter 
Reporter whict 
widely read im the Del 


enor Department 


One of the articies. b 
the technical director ot 
Mawker ae Hivilland 
Mr Stan Renate re! 
urged that the weapon 
should be developed 


He was clearly mi.ied 
by the Defence Depart 
ment which may 
semaitive about the sub 
ject because the bias! 
from a typical PAF 
greater than that at thw 


centre of the nurcirar 
horn b dropped cnt 
Hiroshima 











This compariso:. whue 
Strictly true in terms of 
measured pressure. does 
not mean FAEs are an 
alternative 
bortibs 


nmin 
nucaear 


”* 
Vv 


Thev work by spread- 
ing a cloud of highly 
volatile aerosol fuel 
above a target : and t th 
detonating it 


me +. in Tris ~ure 
. saAchnh 
atmospheri 


Oxy- 


~ 


& 


M“ ith 
gen 


It Goes not need to 
Carry Us own oxidant 


like other explosives. but 
it can be blown off tar- 


get by winds. 

It is a “pure biast” 
weapor., the devastation 
S produced by pressure 


~~ 
alone. with fragz- 


HE 


Like \ 


7 7 al 
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should be were 
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banned 
made out of ignorance. 


a nleu princ ipa: ap- 
plucation, he savs. ts tor 
Cc ing munetie. ids and 


ing antennas 
Connick 
the briana De- 
partment 2 conducted 


G.scioseG 


aceandtral nei triais of 
FAE canister weapons 


at Puckapursa:. Vic- 
74 


toria, in 1973 and 19% 
Staff of the then Mun- 


ister for Defence. Mr 
Barnard. camnot recall 
any written reports of 
these trials and there ts 
no reference to them in 
he public reports of th 
Defence Science and 
Technology Organis- 


ation 


‘hr 


So the facts that nave 
emergea after Senator 
Masons parliamentary 
question raise severa. 
issues 


Why has the Defence 
Department been so coy 
about disciosing such a 
Significant technological 


breakthrough’? 


at 
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Uninformative Paris Reply 
Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 9 Dec 81 p 1 


GOVERNMENT QUERIES FRENCH ON MURUROA NUCLEAR TESTS 


[Article by Scott Milson] 



















































The section of the diagram 
anti-nuclear activist Rolf Hei- 
mann is pointing to illustrates 
what he beileves is happening 
to Mururoa Atoll. 

He is one of many people who 
now believe that continued 
underground testing by France 


‘ ° ~~ 
. oe * » TAHITI ® . 
\% Fil, - ‘MUR ROA 
AUSTRALIA I , ™~ : 
ee” 1 
// / é ~f 
NG Ly, - "> 4% 
__ ="? 
>> WINDS ‘ 
pwns © AS Vi 
0 _2000 km SOUTH nu pacine OCEAN 
Opposition Charge 
Melbourne THE AGE in English 9 Dec 81 p 5 
Article by Michelle Grattan | 
-xCe€TPptS! CANBERRA — The Aus- Mr West, accused the Govern- = that recent storms had exposed 
tralian Government has ment of refusing to act respon- huge areas of radioactive waste 
shee 7) ‘ a» Gao @ t ° ‘on 4 aa: -m 
expressed concern to the ow Hig A ooily ‘gbeat radio- ee a pnaneine 
. > oot Ae _ ederi! vernment | 
French Government about active problems at Murorca ay A hao me atid ea Brows 
~ a. - - ‘ *e ‘ . ; ; COnc 3 
reports that the Muroroa Atoll”. but refused to ac:. As far hack 
Atoll test site is sinking and Mr West said there had been as 1979 it did not even docher 
leaking radioactive waste “a steady stream of reports of to protest over resorts that tect 
into the sea Cetaied alegat.ons of ‘ne @tall had caused extrem cer 
_ ce el :, SINKING, CrACKS appearing in the pollution probiems, Mr West 
This follows earlier Austraian rock straia and harboring deadly said 
inquines which have extracted radioactive powonms, and racio- ee ston Aemlarabie thar ch 
little information from ine active waste exposed and escap- Feder = See Semrerawe (net te 
French ng imto the ocean — al! result selling Pinas sare a ae ihe 
t.. iro ° , ; aianu rium to tre 
The Government has also been from nuclear tests undertakes 2¥ French Atomc Enerev Commis. 
talking to New Zealand about the — =? OSS ES sion and the European Economic 
radiation “leaks”. Mr West said the latest report Commurity to add to the French 
4 t> reach the media compiled by stockpi'e”. he said 
ccused the French Atomic Ener Com 
* i dei a sy -o Mr MacKeilar sand that France 
mwsion encireers and techn had been saad : 
Yesterday the Opposition crans, claimed the Atoll had sunk Awete —— wow Sware 
spokesman on the environment more than 1.8 metres since tects Sb i pposition 19 its South 
went underground in 1975 and c nuclear programme 
Island Fissures Theory 
Me irne THE AGE in English 9 Dec 81 p 5 
Text shoto caption--photo not reproduced 


has weakened the island's struc- peace Foundation’s leader, Mr 


ture to such an extent that fis- 
sures have opened, allowing 
radioective gases to estape into 
the atmosphere and the sea. 

The theory has prompted re 
newed interest in what is hap 
pening on the Island. The yacht 
‘Vega’, skippered by the Green- 


a” 
‘ 
ao] 


David McTaggart, is believed to 
be about 15 nautical miles north 
of Mururoa. Among ihe crew of 
five is an Australian, Mr David 
Robertson. ‘The Age’ was unable 
to make radioyvhone contact “ith 
the protest yacht yesterday, but 
recent reporis indicate that !t Is 











being followed by French naval 
vessels and is trying to measure 
radiation levels around the atoll. 

Mr Heimann knows what it Is 
like to be greeted by the French 
navy at Mururoa. In October 1974 
his |0-metre yacht La Flor got 
there fust after the French had 
completed thelr last atmospheric 
puciear test 
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moving sbout and aseroplanes 
landing and taking off. A helicon- 
ter from Mururoa circled above 
the «mail vacht and then a French 
naval vessel came alongside 
French officials questioned ‘fr 
Hermann and his two crew mem- 
bers about thelr intentions, then 
allowed them to sali on. 
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JAPAN IN PUSH FOR APPROVAL TO BUILD URANIUM ENRICHMENT PLANT 


Discouragement in Tokyo 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 11 Dec 81 p 15 


[Article by Alan Goodal]1|] 


[Text ] 


A GRIM Japanese 
nuclear power industry or- 
dered all-out efforts today to 
convince Australia that 
Japan Can supply Australia’s 
first uramum enrichment 
plant. 


Japanese government offi- 


want to buy European tech- 


TE ance ct Techncteay 


Agency and nuclear fuel high- 
said: “They 


partner 
T . the newly-formed 
Japan-Australia Uranium En- 


1990s time slot for buying Aus- 
tralian-enriehed uranium. 
UEGA chairman, Dr Bob 
Ward, returned to 6Bydney 
today after talking to Japa- 
nese government. electricity 


US into the race signing a 
technology er agree- 
ment last month. 

The US t of En- 


a enricher and 
user, Japan has siipped to 
third place in nuclear power 
generation with 15 million kW 
of electricity a year 

France, Japan's second sup- 
plier, moved ahead of Japan 
last year to become the second 


sion plants — a process consid- 
ered too electricity-consuming 
and high-cost for Australia. 
Prance is pressing ahead with 
the chemical technique that 
interests oe 

MITI the government- 
backed nuclear industry in 
Tokyo it had to push faster in 
centrifuge and chemical pro- 
cessing to win the Australian 


‘order 








This will mean updating the At Tomari, Hokkaido, yester- quiry inte plans for the north- 
Gomestic nuclear power pro- Gay. 3500 r'xt police quelled erm island's first nuclear 
gram plagued by public protests outside a public in- power plant. 


Other Foreign Bids 
Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 17 Dec 81 p 2 


[Article by Nicholas Rothwell] 


[Text ] 

A VITAL decisionon methods of financing produce a competitive consider “the size of 
Australia’s proposed ‘e plants. submission. markets and the mar- 
multi-billion dollar ur- COMPETITIVE The group's choice of  Ketimg | arrangements 
anium ennchment , for the prop- ralian ennchment 

Although the clear faw- con pans Oe te Canta plant” in ts 
plant, due to be made orite in the race had on “commercial terms PAR — 
within a fortnight, may been the British-West for obtaining the tech- | 
be delayed because of German-Dutch Urenco- nology” — in particular The French proposa! 
the of Centec group. the Aas- the size and timing of involes the sale of cen- 

closeness bids by has the down-payment re- trifuge enrichment tech- 
foreign suppliers of now received compet- quired and the royalt nology in return for a 
technology uive proposals from charges made by the for- guaranteed supply of en- 
The Australian consor- both Japan and France. eign company. riched fue! 
tium which is canvase- month, But the latest group of The Austraiian groups 
various offers f£ became the first uy experts to visit Australia choice of foreign sup- 
iaentes Sasenenn end to be offered American to make @ commercial plier is likely to have a 
American companies enrichment presentation on enrich- direct effect on the sit- 
has received strongcom- 94 US firms are ment, @ Prench deleg- ing of the enrichment 
mercial proposa’s from preparing a ation headed by senior plant 
several possible supp- Uranium — Enrichment officers of the French several States are lob- 
“A part of scientists  Croupof Australia. son, have offered the Dying to win the plant. 
caer ae teen A spokesman from consortium guaranteed ~ eupertes 6 pre- 
— n- the Department of En- sales of enriched ur- “ide Substantial export 
richment wo Aus- ergy in W said ‘um to P as part revenue and employ- 
of Pexe Wallsend, esterday the com- of @ trade-off for the “eee Ba Ye aa 
HP, Western panies hoping to win the contract to supply the mead be © 

and CSR, has yy mg plant. State quvernenente and 
enrichment faciliies ing for a delay in the Tt is known the Aust- the rival foreign tech- 

abroad and discussed decision so they could ralian group will also nology suppliers. 


cso: $100/7513 
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FRENCH GROUP SKIRTS BAN, 


Canberra 


Artic 


[Text | 


CSO: 
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THE AUSTRALIAN in Enelish 


by Bruc . lac f 


ues] 


THE French-Desed Mina- 
tome group has flown a 
small quantit, of uranium 
ore from Australia 


The ore. from the Ben 
Lomond project in Querns- 
land. was flown out on its way 
to France for testing 

The move could result in a 
trade-union bDackiash 

The cargo of % tonnes of 
ore grading 2 per cent ura- 
nium is the largest amount 
flown out of Australia. ai- 
though much bigger loads 
have been shipped 

The cargo ieft on Saturday 
and ts waiting on a dock in 
Noumea to be shipped to 
Fr iru 

It was loaded into @ char- 
tered DC-# bi un.on labor, 
With the permission of the 
Federal Government. eftec 
tively getting around any 
union shipping bar which 
could have threatened tiv 
operation 

Yesterday, Minatome ad- 
mitted that Saturday's Might 
Was NOL the companys first 
overseas shipment of ura- 
nium ore, proving once again 
it is possible to move uranium 
out of Australia 

The move also follows a 
warning to unions last month 


5100/7514 
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FLIES URANIUM OUT OF AUSTRALIA 


Dec 81 p 13 
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by the Northern Territory 
Minister for Mines. Mr Tux 
worth. who said thal if they 
persisted in banning yellow- 
cake shipments out of the 
north, the Government would 
fly the mineral out 

Minatome, a subsidiary of 
the French heavy enginerr- 
ing conglomerate Pechines 
Ugine-Kuhlmann controls all 
of the Ben Lomond project 

According to a Minatome 
spokesman. the ore will be 
used in a pilot scheme to de- 
termine the size and amount 
of machinery needed to mill 
the estimated 5000 tonnes of 
uranium in the ground at 
Ben Lomond 

The spokesman said Mina- 
teme had been accused of ae- 
crecy in the operation. but 
had received all necessary ap- 
provais before it went ahead 
wilh the export 

He said the company would 
eventually have to sell 75 per 
cent of the project to Austra- 
lian interests to win Federal 
Government approval to 
move to full development 

But belore equity im ihe 
project could be sold. it was 
necessary to establish the 
parameters of any comimer- 
cial operation. and the trial 
shipment to France was a 
part of this 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA GOVERNMENT DEFERS DECISION ON NUCLEAR POWER 


Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 8 Dec 81 p 1 


[Article by E. A. Barker] 


[Text ] 


The State Government 
yesterday softened its 
policy on establishing a 
nuclear power station in 
WA. 


The Acting Premier, Mr 

O’Connor, said after a 

Cabinet meeting it was 

now apparent that there 

would be no nuclear 
wer station in Austra- 
this century. 


The Government Nas 
said previously that It 
would need to make a de- 
cision by the mid-1980s if 
a nuclear power station 
was to be operating in 
WA by 1995. 


But Mr O'Connor sald 
that WA seemed likely 
to be able to defer a 
nuclear commitment. 


Coal and gas discoveries 
could give the State 
more time to learn about 





éther energy options, in- 
cluding nuclear power. 


The State Opposition 
has persistently urged 
the Government to aban 
don proposals to build a 
nuciear power station. 


Coal 


Mr O'Connor said that 
coal seemed the most 
likely energy source for 
the next 30 or 40 years. 


Land at Breton Bay. 
north of Perth—whic 
was being investigated 
as a site for a nuclear 
power station—would be 

id in case it was need- 
ed in the future. 


State Cabinet yesterday 
reviewed WA's e¢ 


needs and its potential to 
cope with future de 
mands. 


Mr O'Connor said that 
48 long as coal was avail. 


able at economic cost ft 
would remain the pre 
ferred energy source. 


Gas also seemed likely 
to play a bigger part in 
power supplies. - 
Its potential de 

on getting enough at the 
right price over a reaso- 
nably long term. 

If continuing gas dis 
coveries made this poss. 
ible gas turbine genera. 
tion could become a valu- 
able supplement to the 
electricity system, espe. 
clally for peak-load de 
mand and for emergen. 
cies. 


Turbines 


From 1985 the Govern. 
ment hoped that it would 
be able to phase in gas 
turbines to provide 10 
per cent of generating 
capacity. 


AUSTRALIA 


Coal exploration was al 

ready having an impact 
on the estimated poten 
tial for coal-fired geners 
thon. 


On the basis of existing 
proven reserves, 1995 
was the tentative date 
when coal consumption 
would need to be pegged 
at a steady level. 


Industry informants he 
Heved that coal diecover 
les at Collie, Eneabba 
and Esperance might 
more than dowble the 
proven reserves of about 
400 million tonnes of Col 
lie coal 

Mr O'Connor said that 
the Government would 
keep in touch with the 
nuclear energy field. 
Eventual.) 
need ah energy system 
that was less dependent 
on short life resources. 








QUEENSLAND BIDDING FOR URANIUM ENRICHMENT PLANT 


Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 5 Dec 81 p 3 


. 


[Text] 


AUSTRALIA 


THE Queenslond Government is proceeding with plans for Australia’s first 


uronium enrichment plant in a bid to outpace three other contending 


stotes. 


The Premuer. Mr Bjel&ue-Peter- 
sen. this week held confidenwual 
negotiations With two con- 
sortiums vying for enrcrmen: 
rights in Queensiané. one Ausua- 
yan and one international 


Mr Bielke-Petersen last night 
comfirmed pianning talks nad 
been held thie week Gut Fould 
mot name the consortiums if- 
veresied 

But Australias only nuclear 
enrichmer' consortium ww the 
Uranicm Enrichment Group of 
Australia. formed at Federal 
Government request in the ao- 
sence of contenders for an Aus- 
traiian pient 

The CEGA. compris'ng Peko 
Waiisend. CSR. Western Miring 
and BHP. has Federal! Oovern- 
ment approval for a feasidilty 
study on a nuclear enrichment 
inéustry caseé on foreign ‘ech- 
ho Og) 

Tne study will have to decide 
between Queemiand. Western 
Australia Scath Avustraia and 
the Northern Teritory as host 
state for the oro~osed ~ ant 

But Mr Bielke Petersen » ic 
last nient “Anvoody SItLh a @ern- 
eral tnowledces of tings wou 'dn * 
hes.tate to esttaclish the enrch- 
ment plant in Queensiand 

We interd to -operate Pith 
people interested in deine in- 
eolved in a Queem and enrich- 
ment pliant ~ 


CsO: 5100/7511 


“Mr Blelke-Petersen ced the 
Diant would be esiadluhed in 
north Queensiand deteeen tre 
Mary Kathleen and Ben Lo.nond 
uranium mines 

“Tt will be up in north Queens- 
land and contrary \o unbelievabie 
beliefs @ ll be perfect\y sa.e, )ou 
can be sure of that.” he said 


State Nationa! Party policy is 
for the mining and sale of 
Queensiand’s uranium reserves as 
quickly a6 possidiece 


State Cabinet aiready has con- 
sidered @ list of possibile uranium 
sites a.ong the east coast as part 
of a state study veo ested by an 
international corsortium. 

Sites south of the Ce'rns- 
Townsville area where the Creat 
RParrier Peet sins away 
from the coastline are belleved to 
be under cors.éeration 

Queensianc has emerged as fa- 
vourtte to Pecorre Post «tate [rr 
the plant because of its stable 
non-Lader government \aree 
uranium reserves and proxm'tv 
tw similar ree reserves in the 
Northern Territory 

Since {eceral approval for the 
VEOA feasdility stead tech- 
noloey suppl ers from the croup s 
shortlist of Japanese. French . nd 
A™merican companies hive 
steDped ut lohoving to win aha: 
wll be one of the wror'd's mest 
vaiua die Nuciesr con*racts 

‘ «treats fest erechment 
Diant Would cost about §1909 mii- 
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ion to establish in the absence of 
jocai enrich nent technolcet: 

The uranium con.ent o! -ellow- 
cake is only s!ieotiry raised DY one 
of several enrichment procesees 
availamMe. But the enriched prod- 
uct is doubied in value 

The UEGA is considering an 
American -developed acvanced 
centrifuge enrichmen: technology 
maece ae’auabdie to Austrailia bry 
President Reagan last month. 

Proposals for a Queeruland en- 
richment plant will be strongiy 
opposed DY ani'-"uclear groups 
anc possibly graziers. 

In the Uniced States cattlemen 
have found nuclear plants pose a 
Sersous tnreat to their herds 
through contaminatior, of jocai 
Watersheds 

A Campaitn Against Nuclear 
Power spokesman, Mr Owen 
Pearscn. said yesterday enrich- 
ment piants produced large quan- 
Utes Of radioactive tailings 

The enrichment technowey was 
te first sten in the contruction 
of a muciear Domb. he said 

“Any attempt to build a ura- 
mium enrichment plant in 
Queensian¢d iil face massive 
public opposition 

‘At least mall of all Australians 
are agains uranium being ex- 
ported and ‘ar greater protest 
can be expected against es'ab- 
hish'ng a nuclear industry ins.de 
Australa” 











AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


RADIOACTIVE CARGO--After three weeks at sea, radioactive waste from Singapore 

was last night on its way to Kambalda by road. The ship Cape Comorin docked at 
Esperance about 10am after a strike by 13 maritime unions ended yesterday. A 
small group of protesters gathered to see the five boxes in which the waste was 
packed offloaded and picked up by a road train. By 2.15pm the Cape Comorin was 
heading back out to sea and the waste was heading to Kambalda by road to its final 
resting place in a specially-prepared bunker. The waste, five radioactive isotopes, 
was accidentally included in scrap metal sold to a steel company in Singapore by 
the Western Mining Corporation, three years ago. After protracted negotiations, 
Western Mining agreed to take back the waste and the unions agreed to allow the 
waste back into Australia. But the Waterside Workers Federation at Geraldton, 
where the ship should have unloaded late last month, refused to handle the radio- 
active cargo. The ship then went on to Esperance, but was caught up in the 13-day 
maritime workers strike. [Text] [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 8 Dec 81 

p 5) 


MARY KATHLEEN SHIPMENT--Mary Kathleen Uranium Ltd yesterday shipped 26 containers 
of uranium yellowcake by ocean-going barge through the Gulf of Carpentaria prawn- 
ing port of Karumba. The action was taken after a maritime union dispute in 
Brisbane threatened further shipping delays which would have put MKU in danger of 
cancellation of an export contract if it failed to ship by the end of the year. 

A backlog of about $24 million worth of MKU yellowcake had built up since last 
July through the Seamen's Union ban imposed in support of ACTU policy. The latest 
delays were due to strikes unrelated to this ban. Yesterday, the acting Queensland 
branch secretary of the Seamens Union, Mr Kevin Durnian, said he expected the 
union to go along with Tuesday's ACTU interim proposal to lift the bans on export- 
ing uranium. [Text] [Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 10 Dec 81 p 23) 


DEMOCRATS’ ANTI-NUCLEAR STAND--Women had the influence to force political parties 
to adopt an anti-uranium stance, the national president of the Australian Demo- 
crats, Mr Jack Evans, said yesterday. Most women were concerned for future genera- 
tions and believed that the sacrifice of jobs would be preferable to the terrible 
risks of the nuclear industry, he said in a press release. Mr Evans called on al! 
women in Australia to join his party in the fight against uranium mining and export. 
He said: "With the Liberal Party and the National Country Party now committed to 
the supply oi uranium to France, the Philippines and other high-risk nations, their 
earlier pretence of safeguard provisions has been abandoned. Regrettably, the 
Labor Party, in its subservience to a few militant unions, is heading down the 

same reckless path." Mr Evans said that this left 80 per cent of Australian women 
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with two options. They could either threaten to withdraw support for the pro- 
Uranium parties unless they halted the mining of Australian uranium ti its 
was proved to be safe, or get behind the Democrats. The AD alone unequivocally 
opposed the export or use of uranium while risks remain. While many Australian 
men also opposed the unsafe use of uranium the feeling was that the ia! 


of women would torce the other political parties to change their minds 


3] 











INDIA'S ACHIEVEMENTS 


IN NUCLEAR SCIENCE LAUDED 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 27 Dec 81 p 5 


[Article by S. Kumar] 
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SCIENTIST TOLD OF NUCLEAR PLANT IMPROVEMENTS 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 5 Jan 82 p 7 


[Text } 


CSO: 


5700/7048 


MYSORE, Jan 4 (PTD. 


THE serious leakage of coolant water in the Rajasthan 
Yomic power plant at Kota recently was plugged with 3 
method developed by Indian atomic chemists, the Indian 


Zcience Congress learnt today 


Dr P K Iyengor, of the Bhada 
A‘omic Research Centre a: Bom- 
bay, revealed at the plenary ses- 
sion thar the method was deve- 
kosd when another leakage took 
Diace earlier in the stil ‘o be 
commissioned Madras atomic 
power plary at F wWpakkars. 

He said tine powder mixed 
with an organic silicate was depo- 
sited by :emote control at the 
revicte interioft of the power 
plan imaccessidle except by re- 
moval of highly radioactive com- 
ponents. 

The leaking steel surfaces were 
bonded when the silicate incorpo 
rating the zinc was polymerised 
Dr Iyengar said. 

Dr Iyemear said corresion of 
steel surfaces in reactors have 


Dees mititated by converting 
Mitrogen diotide inte ni'roecs 
Pentcxide which could be subse- 
Guently absorbed. 

He said such improvisations by 
BARC bad saved crore of rupees 
in damafe. 

In such cases. forei¢n consul: 
tacy aod technical fixes were 
mot available and if sough would 
have meant foreigners learning + 
India’s expeter. 

Dr Iyengar said India should 
Genera’e its own technologies ap- 
propriate to its society as they 
might not be available even for 
commercial pufchase because of 
Political, :acial and economic in- 
compatidilites. This would be 
Possible orly by s'rong emphatu 
Oo ad suppor: to basic research 
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HEAVY WATER PLANT 
Madras 


[Article by G. K. 


[Text } 


PLANNED FOR TAL VAISHET 
THE HINDU in English 20 Jan 82 p 9 
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INDONESIA 


BRIEFS 


DEVELOPMENT OF NUCLEAR ARMS--Australian intelligence officials fear that Indonesia 
is developing nuclear weapons, a newspaper reported recently. The National Times, 
a weekly newspaper, said the Australian Government had commissioned an investiga- 
tion into the vossibility that preliminary work on a covert nuclear weapons pro- 
gramme is under way in Indonesia. Citing intelligence sources in Canberra, the 
paper said Defence Minister Jim Killen has expressed deep concern to colleagues 
about the information he has been given that Indonesian officials are convinced 
Australia has a nuclear weapons programme of its own, the paper said. Mr Killen's 
office refused to comment on the newspaper's report. [Kuala Lumpur ASIAN DEFENCE 
JOURNAL in English Jan 82 p 9] 


CsO: 5100/5615 
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PAKISTAN 


EDITORIAL SAYS ATOMIC CAPABILITY ESSENTIAL 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 21 Jan 82 p 3 
[Editorial: "Pakistan and Nuclear Technology” ] 


[Text] President Zia-ul-Haq, while addressing a press conference in Rome, 
announced that Pakistan will definitely acqu.~-e nuclear technology. The 
president said that the acquisition of nuclear technology is necessary for 
Pakistan. Our nuclear program is for peaceful purposes and its objective is to 
satisfy the nation's nuclear energy needs. Pakistan has no intention of making 
a nuclear bomb, and it has the right to acquire nuclear technology to meet is 
energy as well as other peaceful needs. 


The stand which President Zia has taken in regard to nuclear energy is in keeping 
with the national exigencies of Pakistan as a sovereign nation. No world power 

or group of nations can pressure her into not acquiring nuclear technology. The 
precautions which have been taken so far in the availability of nuclear technology 
and resources are to prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons. But they seem 
to be turning ineffectual now, because a number of countries have developed the 
capability of exploding the nuclear device. Unfortunately those countries have 
created this capability who are confirmed racists, aggressors, and expansivnists, 
like South Africa, Israel and India. It is astonishing, and regrettable, that 
these countries have had the cooperation of great nuclear powers. But the nuclear 
program of a peace-loving, developing and non-aggressive country like Pakistan, 
which is purely for peaceful purposes, has been a target of criticism. Israeli 
sources and the enemies of Islam and Pakistan, by branding this nuclear program as 
an "Islamic Bomb," have been engaged in propaganda so that all the avenues of 
acquisition of nuclear technology may be closed for Pakistan. But they have not 
succeeded beyond creating a temporary climate. This propaganda has proved a 
stimulus for Pakistan, and the scientists and nuclear experts of Pakistan are 
resolved in the acquisition of nuclear technology. 


The previous United States administration also tried to put all kinds of pressure 
on Pakistan in trying to restrain her from acquiring nuclear technology, but she 
refused to go along. Even now, while signing an agreement for the purchase of 
arms, Pakistan has not made any promise to the United States which may impose any 
restrictions on her nuclear experiments. When Pakistan will make a decision 
whether or not to conduct nuclear experiments for peaceful purposes, such a 
decision will be made by her in view of her larger national interest, and not 

due to pressure from any external power. 
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The fact is that Israel and the European countries want to keep the Islamic world 
behind in nuclear technology. Israeli circles have already announced that they 
will not allow any Islamic or Arab country to develop the capability for nuclear 
experiments.- After the Iraqi nuclear complex, they have now included Pakistan 
among their targets. The opposition to Pakistan's peaceful nuclear program is 
based on the fear that it will become the conduit for the transfer of nuclear 
technology to other Islamic countries, and the upper hand which Israel enjoys over 
the Arab and Islamic countries because of its having nuclear power will come to 
an end. 


This attitude of Israel and the Western countries is a great challenge for the 
Islamic countries. They should face this challenge with great courage. Islamic 
countries do not lack in wealth, necessary resources and technical and scientific 
capabilities. They should prepare a solid program for progress in the nuclear 
field, and should try to achieve that objective which is necessary in reaching 
the ranks of nuclear powers. When Western countries, communist countries, India, 
South Africa and Israel have nuclear capability, why should Islamic countries not 
develop it? It is the Islamic countries which are the victims of aggression and 
expansionism, and it is they whose right of self-determination is being usurped. 
It is the Islamic countries who are being made a target of cruelty by the nuclear 


powers and other powers which are, with the help of the nuclear powers, suppressing 


them. Under these circumstances two things are necessary for the Islami 
countries. One, they should unite themselves into a united Muslim bloc; and two, 
they should develop such nuclear capability that they can have nuclear weapons 
when necessary. 


Undoubtedly, the proliferation of nuclear weapons is harmful to peace and humanity. 
It is the exigency of peace that all the nuclear powers dismantle the hoardings 
of nuclear weapons and manufacture no more. But these countries cannot be allowed 
to try to keep Islamic countries deprived of nuclear weapons and continue to 
trample over their freedom and integrity and support aggressors against them. 
Islamic countries can reform them only by unifying and having nuclear capability. 


The stand which Pakistan has taken in regard to nuclear energy is absolutely 
justified. She should stick to it with complete resolve. The President, General 


Zia-ul-Haq, by announcing that Pakistan will acquire nuclear technology has not 
only expressed the sentiments of the people of Pakistan but of the entire Islamic 
world and also the exigencies of the times. Pakistan should not be pushed around 


by any great power in this regard, and should continue the peaceful nucle.r program 


until such time that it may join the ranks of the nuclear powers. The people of 
Pakistan are willing to make great sacrifices in this regard. Muslim and friendly 
countries should cooperate with Pakistan fully because with Pakistan's nuclear 

progress, the aggressor and expanstonist powers of the area will be discouraged. 
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BRAZIL 


RESEARCH FUND DIVERSION FOR MILITARY USE ALLEGED 


Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 13 Jan 82 p 24 


[Excerpt] Charges that substantial amounts of funds destined for basic research 
by the government are being used for the development of programs for military 
purposes will be investigated by a commission of three professors created within 
the framework of the Brazilian Association for the Progress of Science [SBPC]. 
The results will be revealed at the next annual meeting of the organizatior in 
July. 


The information was provided yesterday by the president of the Brazilian Physics 
Association (SBF), Moyses Nussenzveig, also director of the University of Sao 
Paulo Physics Institute. The charges were made at the last congress of the SBPC 
and have to do with the use of government resources for the development of 
projects in the fields of space, computers and particle acceleration (instruments 
used in nuclear physics). Those accelerators were to have been built by the 
Aerospace Technology Center (CTA), but the project never developed, according 

to the president of the SBF. 


The commission that will investigate the charges consists of Professors Jose 
Antonio de Freitas Pacheco (National Observatory), Sergio Machado Rezende 
(Pernambuco Federal University) and Solange Cuyabano de Barros of the Rio de 
Janeiro Federal University. 


National researchers, said Moyses Nussenzveig, have protested to the government 
authorities about the shortage of money for accomplishing serious work but the 
government declares it has been allocating signficant amounts of money to 

the areas of science and technology. There is the suspicion, aroused by the 
facts brought before the SBPC Congress, that this money is being used for mili- 
tary undertakings. If that is happening, continued the SBF president, basic 
research will suffer harm which could be forever irreparable. 


The SBF president also points out the existence of another very serious problem: 
Official resources allocated for national research and technology are not actually 
known. In an attempt to arrive at a solution to the problem, the SBPC is going 
to meet shortly to draft a work plan. 


8908 
cso: 5100 
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BRAZIL 


ANGRA-1 TO START OPERATING BEGINNING OF FEBRUARY 
PY031601 Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 20 Jan 82 p 19 


[Excerpts] Rio de Janeiro--The technical director of FURNAS [Furnas Electric 
Power Plants Inc], Sergio Mota, stated yesterday that the Angra-1 nuclear plant 
will begin the nuclear chain reaction process at the beginning of lebruary and 
that under current operating conditions, it will only go up to 30 percent of its 
operating capacity. After this operation it will be shut down in order to carry 
out the eddy current [given in English] test, a high precision test to determine 
the possibility of corrosion in the tubing. 


There are still no conclusions about the problems in the tubing of the steam 
generators at the plants in Ringhais, Sweden, and Alamaraz, Spain, the director 
revealed after a meeting with representatives from the IAEA, the Spanisn nuclear 
energy board, the Swedish nuclear inspection office, the U.S. nuclear regulatory 
commission, nuclebras, ELETROBRAS [Brazilian Electric Power Companies Inc], CEPEL 
[Constructora de Estradas, Pavimentacao e Engenharia Ltds], the National Nuclear 
Energy Commission and FURNAS. Some 62 experts attended the meeting. 


The meeting between foreign and Brazilian experts began on Tuesday at the offices 
of the National Nuclear Energy Commission and continued yesterday at the offices 

of FURNAS. The foreign experts will visit the Angra dos Reis Plant today. They 

must conclude their task on Thursday. 


FURNAS' technical director asserted that the Angra-l plant will most probably be 
able to work at 50 percent of its total capacity until the problem is resolved. 
Anyway, he said, FURNAS will only pay the final installment to Westinghouse when 
the plant has been operating for a continuous 100 hours at fuil capacity. The 
enterprise does not yet know whether it will shut the plant down to change equip- 
ment or to carry out modifications once the solution is found or whether it will 
wait until the plant needs to be recharged with fuel. 


CSO: 5100/2087 


39 





BRAZIL 


$2 BILLION IN EQUIPMENT FOR ANGRA II, III 
PY290246 Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 2] Jan 82 p 25 


[Text] Brasilia--The orders which the Brazilian Nuclear Corporation (NUCLEBRAS) 
will place with national industries during 1982 and 1983 for the purchase of equip- 
ment for the Angra II and Angra III nuclear plants will amount to $1 billion. 
These orders, which will be placed with the national industry, (taking into account 
the orders already placed for $140 million) will represent 58 percent of the ex- 
penditures in equipment for the two nuclear plants. The remaining equipment--$767 
million which represents 42 percent of the expenditures--will be purchased abroad. 


This information was released yesterday by NUCLEBRAS when it issued an official 
communique disclosing the signature of three contracts in Sao Paulo, today, with 
the Brazilian Railway Material Company (COBRASMA) for the supply of equipment for 
the Angra II and III nuclear plants. The contracts, which amount to $°1 million, 
will be signed at the company's headquarters in OSASCO by NUCLEBRAS President 

Paulo Nogueira Batista and by Cobrasma authorities Marcos Vidigal Xavier da Silveira 
and Durval Jose Maria Januzzi. 





According to the NUCLEBRAS communique, the equipment to be acquired from Cobrasma, 
for delivery in 21 to 31 months time, will be the following: heat exchangers and 
cooling system for the nuclear components of Angra III, valued at $10 million; 
pre-heating system for the main condenser of the Angra II and III plants, valued 
at $58 million; an auxiliary vapor generator system for the value of $2.5 million. 


The NUCLEBRAS communique also states that for Angra II and III it has already 
placed orders with national industries for the sum of $140 million and that during 
1982 and 1983 it will place orders for the total of $1 billion, which represents 
58 percent of equipment expenditures. Imported equipment will amount to $767 
million (42 percent) at 1982 prices. This means that expenditures in equipment 
for Angra II and III will amount to approximately $2 billion, that is, including 
the orders for the amount of $140 million already placed. NUCLEBRAS disclosed 
that orders for the two nuclear plants to be installed on the Sao Paulo state 
coastline (IGUAPE) will also be placed with the national industries in 1982. 


CSO: 5100/2087 
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BRAZIL 


REVISION OF NUCLEAR PROGRAM DENIED BY NUCLEBRAS PRESIDENT 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 22 Jan 82 p 26 


[Text] Paulo Nogueira Batista, the president of NUCLEBRAS--Brazilian Nuclear 
Corporations], yesterday denied in Sao Paulo, after the signature of an agreement 
with the Cobrasma Corporation for the purchase of $71 million worth of equipment, 
that there is any possibility of a revision of the Brazilian nuclear program. 

He expressed reservations on the study by physicist and professor Jose Goldemberg 
about the revision of the program, declaring that it is a document containing 
“inconsistent criticisms without basis in fact, made by a person without ex- 
perience in industrial and technological problems." 


Nogueira Batista also said at the time that the program will continue to be 
accomplished at the same speed determined by President Figueiredo, adding that 
there will be no reduction in the budget: "We have received all the support of 
Minister of Planning Delfim Netto." 


As to the lag in Plan 2000--Brazilian general energy plan--Paulo Nogueira Batista 
said it is a very important document which will determine the market for 
electricity up to the year 2000 and for that reason it cannot be completed at 

a specific "drumbeat", primarily because the financing mechanisms for the program 
have not yet been established. Commenting on the statements that by the year 2020 
Brazil will no longer have any need for nuclear power, Nogueira Batista declared 
that it is not true because the reduction of consumption of energy generated by 
hydroelectric powerplants "is only a one-time happening caused by the cooling 

of the Brazilian economy, primarily in the industrial sector." He added, however, 
that such “reduction is not something that must be endured until the end of the 
century because Brazil needs to renew its development in order to resolve its 
economic, social and political problems." 


Uranium 
With respect to the uranium of Ceara, the president of NUCLEBRAS said the 


government intends to use the Itataia reserves for exports within the program 
being followed, and will do so with "concentrated uranium." 
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In order to do so, according to Nogueira Batista, speaking about the mining- 
industrial complex designed for the production of yellow cake (uranium 
concentrate), there is the intention of installing other plants which will 
convert that concentrate and later proceed to the enrichment of uranium. “And 
with the possible exhaustion of the waterpower potential of the northeast region, 
it will be necessary to install a plant in that region,” he added. That complex, 
according to Paulo Nogueira Batista, will not go into operation until 1990. 


Nogueira Batista also commented on the Mexican intention to acquire nuclear 
technology and the participation of the KWU--Kraftwerk Union (a German consort ium 
which sold the plants to Brazil) in the bidding for the sale of plants, declaring 
that "in case the company wins the bidding, Brazil could export the equipment 

for the nuclear system through NUCLEP--Heavy Equipment .” 


8908 
cso: 5100/2080 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


INCREASED URANIUM RESERVES--Rio de Janeiro--Brazilian uranium reserves reached 
266,300 tons, a 12.6-percent increase over last year, due to results obtained 

in the Itataia, Ceara, region, and Lagoa Real, Bahia. Of this total, 140,500 
tons are measured reserves, the same as last year. Studies to find the size of 
the deposit in Itataia revealed the existence of 8,000 tons,seven kilometers from 
the first deposit. Other work indicated probable reserves of 7,000 tons, making 
the new area promising. The information was revealed yesterday by NUCLEBRAS 
[Brazilian Nuclear Corporations]. In Lagoa Real in Bahia, reserves went from 
48,000 to 63,000 tons, with the reclassification of 15,000 tons in the estimated 
category. By April 1982, detailed studies of the estimates of reserves for 
establishing measured amounts will be concluded. Detailed studies in Itataia, 
which will represent the amount of uranium associated with phosphate, will be 
concluded in the first zone to be worked in March 1982. Itataia, with 137,500 
tons of uranium, is the largest reserve, followed by Lagoa Real. In third place 
is Pocos de Caldas with 26,800 tons, and the fourth is in the ferrous quadrilat- 
eral of Minas Gerais with 15,000 tons. Next are Espinhares in Paraiba with 10,000 
tons, in which the Germans participate, and Figueira in Parana with 8,000 tons; 
Amorinopolis in Goias with 5,000 tons, the uranium-bearing area of Rio Preto in 
Goias, with 1,000 tons. [Text] [Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 

22 Dec 81 p 19) 8908 


JAPANESE INTEREST IN URANIUM--Brasilia--The Metal Mining Agency of Japan presented 
the Brazilian Government with a proposal for obtaining shares in NUCLEMON 
[Brazilian Nuclear Corporations Monazite and Associated Elements, Inc] to 
participate in uranium prospecting, mining and exports. In the document, the 
Japanese organization also expresses interest in participating in the nuclear 
complex to be built in Itataia in Ceara. The document is being studied by the 
Brazilian Government. However, according to all indications, participation by 

the Japanese in the uranium prospecting, mining and exporting projects will not 
be accepted. In the first place, because it believes it has a large enough 
uranium reserve for its purposes, in second place, because that is an area in 
which Brazilian companies have the technology and in third place, because in the 
specific case of NUCLEMON, participation by another country is not possible since 
it was created in partnership with German companies within the framework of the 
1975 nuclear agreement. NUCLEMON has also already been responsible for the 
discovery of uranium reserves of around 10,000 tons, it being foreseen that the 
surplus of that find, which is not used domestically, may be exported to Germany. 
[Excerpt] [Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 10 Dec 8 81 p 23] 8908 


43 








URANIUM PROSPECTING IN ALAGOAS--Maceio--NUCLEBRAS [Brazilian Nuclear Corporat ions | 
will search for uranium and thorium in Alagoas beginning next April, it was 
reported yesterday by the president of the Alagoas Mineral Resources Company-- 
EDRN--, Engineer Adalberto Camara. According to him, NUCLEBRAS sent a letter to 
the EDRN guaranteeing the presence of those two strategic metals here in Alagoas. 
Since 1978, reported Camara, technicians have been checking the veracity of the 
dark spots revealed by satellites, which could be residues or even deposits of 
uranium and thorium. Only now have they come to the conclusion, after an aerial 
survey, that the minerals actually exist in Alagoas. The study plan, named 

Baixo Sao Francisco, was contracted by the EDRN and an area of 50,000 square 
kilometers, involving the states of Alagoas, Pernambuco, Bahia and Sergipe was 
studied. Camara declared there is no specific place for prospecting operations 
because the spots are scattered throughout the state [Text] [Sao Paulo FOLHA DE 
SAO PAULO in Portuguese 12 Jan 82 p 23] 8908 


ISLAND FOR ATOMIC WASTE--5Brasilia (0 GLOBO)--During an interview granted to the 
O GLOBO branch office in Brasilia, Navy Minister Maximiano da Silva Fonseca re- 
vealed yesterday that he had suggested to Mines and Energy Minister Cesar Cals 
that the atomic waste from Brazilian nuclear plants be deposited on Martin Vaz 
Island, located 600 miles from the Brazilian coast. The navy minister added 

that Martin Vaz Islani, which is under Brazilian jurisdiction, is an absolutely 
secure place and that it ensures no risk to human beings or to navigation. Martin 
Vaz has no military garrison, but is very near Trindade Island, where there is a 
detachment from the Hydrography and Navigation Board. The minister also stated 
that Trindage Island is another good alternative for depositing the atomic waste, 
but stated that "Martin Vaz is a better area.” The navy minister's suggestion 
may contribute to a decision regariing the destination of the Brazilian atomi« 
waste, because the places suggested by the government, such as the Raro da Ca- 
tarina, in the northeast, prompted several protests. [Excerpt] [PY021824 Rio 
de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 31 Jan 82 p 6} 


CSO: 5100/2087 
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GUINEA 


WEST GERMAN FIRM SUMMITS PRELIMINARY REPORT ON URANIUM DEPOSITS 
Conakry HOROYA in French No 2899, 3-9 Jan 82 pp 22, 23 
[Excerpts](e) New mineral discoveries by Geosurvey. 


In September 1979, the government signed a contract with the West German firm of 
Geosurvey International. 


After 20 months of work in the field, a preliminary report was submitted to the 
government with the following essential facts: 


The company employed 80 experts and four aircraft equipped with the most modern 
instruments, such as the spectrometer, scintillometer, and magnetometer. The 
company made flights at an altitude of 100 m at intervals of i km to cover the 
national territory over a total length of 271,000 km on-shore and 50,000 km off- 
shore. 


Result: 


Evidenced were 14 big deposits of uranium at N'Zerekore, Beyla, Kissidougou (Firawa), 
Kerouvane (Damaro), Tongue, Dabola, Mamou, Kindia, Fria (Gbantama), Conakry (Island 
of Loos): 


A big deposit of cobalt located on the Kaloum Peninsula, practically in the suburbs 
of the city of Conakry. 


The importance of these very recent discoveries was so great that the government was 
able without difficulty to establish two mixed companies for detailed prospecting 
and for the operation of the uranium mine; one of these companies covers the 

uranium deposits in the southeastern part of the country, numbering seven; the 

other one, likewise numbering seven, covers those in the center and northeastern 
part. 


Evidence was furthermore provided in the uranium anomaly at Firawa, Region of 
Kissidougou, with an important deposit of copper, silver, and cobalt. The Geosurvey 
analysts also evidenced very worthwhile indications of nickel and chrome in the 
uranium-containing anomaly of Bona, Region of Beyla. 
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NIGER 


BRIEFS 


NEW URANIUM ORE COMPANY--Annou Mahamane, Nigerien minister of mines and industry, 
left Niamey on 24 January for Paris and Kuwait. Annou :“ahamane was to discuss with 
Niger's financial and industrial partners some of the problems posed by the estab- 
lishment of a new uranium mining company: The Mining Company of Tassa N'Taghalgue. 
This company's capital of 21 billion CFA francs (420 million French francs) is to 
be put together in three equal shares held by the Nigerien National Office of 
Mineral Resources [ONAREM], the French General Nuclear Materials Company [COGEMA] 
and a Kuwaiti partner. [Text] [Paris LE MONDE in French 26 Jan 82 p 6] 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


PROFESSOR SPENCE ARTICLE ON NUCLEAR OPTION DISCUSSED 


Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 23 Jan 82 p 7 


"If SA Has a Nuclear Bomb, Should It Say So?") 


[Article by Stanley Uys in London: 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


MYSTERY OF SOURCE OF ENRICHED URANIUM UNRAVELED 


Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 27 Jan 82 p 10 


[Article by David Adamson] 
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ing to reach the thin line 
which separates a civilian 
nuclear programme from a 
military one. 

The tight control exercised 
over Uranium enrichment 
bas merely encouraged 
States to create their own in- 
dependent nuciear fuel 
cycles. 

Whether the thin line ts 
crossed 1s in the end a politi- 
cal decision 

Mr Siazon's candidacy for 
the director-generaiship of 
the IAEA came in the context 
of Third World disillusion- 
ment with the NPT and the 
IAEA's failure — as some 
saw it — to devote more 


money to technical assis- 
tance to developing countries 
with nuclear programmes. 
Whi'e the [AEA’s Western 
and Soviet budget-masters 
concentrated on the preven- 
tion of “horizontal” prolifera- 
tion among non-weapon 
states, their own “vertical” 
proliferation soared with the 
introduction of Ss-20s, cruise 
mussiles and the like. 


It took the IAEA's board of 
directors 38 votes before the 
former Swedish Foreign Min- 
ister, Dr Hans Blix, the candi- 
date of the Western and Sovi- 
et biocs, achieved the 
necessary two-thirds major- 
ity and defeated Mr Siazon 

Prof Grvemm's NPT in- 
spectorate will increase 
fromm 135 to 150 this year. He 
thinks it would be better to 
have between 200 and 250 

An American think-tank, 
using different criteria from 
his. has estimated that to bea 
real guarantee against the di- 
version of nuclear fuels to 
military or criminal uses the 
IAEA needs | 500 inspectors 

But in the end, as most ad- 
mit, the safeguards system. 
whatever the size of the in- 

ate, can provide only 
lumited assurance 


Price 


Any signatory State ent 
tied to renounce the NPT by 
gving three months notice 

rea) issue, as Dr Blix and 
Mr Siazon agree, is military 
security “4 or » ° 
\ Indie its bornb 
after by China, Paki- 
stan’s endeavours followed 


CSO: 5$100/5619 





like the Middle East and/ 
Southern Africa, some day 
someone will. — Daily Tele- 
graph, London 

e South African Atomic 
a Board yesterday de- 
cli to comment on this 
article 
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PRESIDENT OF FRG URANIUM PROSPECTING FIRM BRIEFS GOVERNMENT 


Lusaka DAILY mail in English 26 Jan 82 p 1 


[Excerpt ] 


MINES Minster Mr Muta 
\a Mumbuna las! night cx 
pressed fMope ithai ihe 
present Lranium prospect 
tg @OINg oN om The oountrs 
would be achieved with 
rmunimum Gelav 

Speaking at a dinner 
he hosted for Managing 
Uorector of Saarberg Inter. 
plan Mr Helmut Hense! 
who s visiting Zambia. 
the Minister said i was 
therefore necessary [o 
acquire qualified person. 
neil, good living facilities 
and the necessary infras- 
tructure. 


Mr Hensel. «ho is also 
vice President of the 
West German company 
which is one of the four 

for Uraniur. 
in the country. is in the 
country to brief the Govern. 
ment on progress made by 
his organisation in the past 
two years 

He held talks with Prime 
Minster Nalumino Mundia 
and Mr Mumbuna. 

"Whereas | fully ender- 
stand that prospecting is 
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The company will also 

take steps to establish 
camps on the Copperbeit 
and the Southern Province 
where ground operations 
will start soon after the 
rains. 
Mr Mumbuna said the 
establishment of a Head- 
quarters here would faci- 
tate close contact between 
the company, the Ministry 
and the Prescribed Minera. 
is and Materials Commissi- 
on. 

The Minister also said 


it would be in the inter. 


est of both the company 
and Zambia to train local 
a egietcod hr pga 
dlish core of a perma. 
aent Zambian staff. 


ZAMBIA 
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